Petition to the Government of Canada

Whereas:

There is no Search and Rescue base in Nunavut.

Nunavut’s vast size — more than 2,093,000 square kilometres in total area, including 157,077 square kilometres of
water, 45,000 kilometres of coastline, and over 36,000 islands — and tough environment combine to make time the
enemy of all responders.

The nearest Search and Rescue base to Nunavut is located in Halifax, over 2000km away from the territory.

Sanirijak, Nunavut is centrally located in the territory and has community infrastructure that would support a Search
and Rescue base.

Nunavut Search and Rescue operations are run by volunteers with limited resources, often having to respond to
calls to rescue people they know from their own community.

Almost every responder has found loved ones deceased — from the cold, from accidents, or from self-harm. The toll
of this trauma and tragedy on the mental health of community responders is extreme.

The Government has signaled that Arctic Security and Sovereignty is a priority.

Therefore, we the undersigned, Citizens of Canada, call upon on the Government of Canada to immediately
establish a Search and Rescue base in Sanirijak, Nunavut.
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